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May 5 update of the ongoing eruptive activity at Mt. Etna 

 

During the last weeks, eruptive activity at Mt. Etna has been characterized by lava 

effusions at low rates from the eruptive fracture located on the upper sector of the western 

flank of the Valle del Bove, at about 2800 m of altitude. 

 

In the evening of April 30 and on May 1, two field surveys have been performed, the 

former next to the village of Milo the latter in the summit area of the volcano. Contrary to the 

last week of April, active flows are now emplaced in the central part of the compound lava 

field produced as a consequence of the continuous lava effusions started on May 13, 2008 

(Photo on the left in Figure 1). Active fronts continuously vary their location and altitude, 

although they are generally above 2400-2300 m of elevation in Valle del Bove. 

It is noteworthy to remind that all the lava flows were therefore confined in the upper part 

of the Valle del Bove, without any kind of hazard for the population and their properties. 

 

 
Figure 1 – Left: the compound lava field and the active lava flow in its middle part; right: degassing vent in the upper part of 

the 2800 m fracture. 

 



During the survey, no ash emissions have been observed both at the active fracture (2800 

m) and at the summit craters. A consistent degassing has been noticed in the upper part of the 

2800 m fracture (Photo on the right in Figure 1), which takes place from at least three vents 

along the fissure. 

 

As observed in the middle of April, degassing at the summit craters (Bocca Nuova, North-

East and The Chasm) is not relevant. Slightly more significant degassing activity occurs at the 

fumarolic field on the south and eastern flanks of the South East Crater (Figure 2). Today 

(May 5), a slightly more intense degassing has been observed at the Bocca Nuova. 

 

 
Figure 2 – The fumarolic field on the southeastern flank of the South-East Crater. 

 

Further details or significant changes in the behaviour of the eruptive activity will be 

provided in following reports. 
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